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Long Beach TOPARCH 

To my Brother SCIOTS of the Long Beach Pyramid #43, their Ladies, Family and to all of our Tag-A-Longs: 
 

I wish each of you a Happy New Year as we watch the world celebrate the end of a great year in 2017 and the 

exciting arrival of 2018. 
 

Boy have the years gone by fast and time is only moving faster the more years we live through. It has been a 

year of victories for so many of us and with our last class of 7 Candidates, who could ask for a better close to 

our SCIOT calendar year. 
 

My wife Janelle and I have been extremely sick during the Christmas Season due to this merciless cold going 

around, however, even in our sickness, we were able to have one of the most memorable Christmas Seasons 

that we have had in a very long time. Much of this is due to the love and support of so many of our dear friends 

and our Masonic Family. Without loved ones in our lives and the charity displayed by so many Brothers and their 

Ladies in this Fraternity, including the support of our auxiliary groups such as the Tag-A-Longs, most of the work 

would never have been completed and we would have had a rocky end to a year that has ended incredibly 

strong. This is a direct result of Brothers and Sisters working together in harmony. 
 

That said, not all is perfect and there is always room to improve. By allowing for imperfections to exist, we display 

true charity as SCIOTS and are able to show the same consideration for others that we would expect for 

ourselves. It is at our core that we have a good time and play hard at our meetings. If this were not the case, we 

would be just another Lodge with much pomp and a ton of Past Masters judging our each and every move. This, 

however, is not the case and we are here to play and have fun and if we can work together and strengthen one 

another in our times of weakness, we will continue to see large classes of candidates and we will continue to 

see strong attendance. 
 

Let us NEVER forget those three key reasons we do all of this in the first place: Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. 
 

Our next Stated Meeting is on Saturday, January 13, 2018 at 4:00pm. You and your ladies are invited to join us 

in the Lodge Room for announcements and a round table discussion prior to Opening. Please contact our 

Pastophori, Daniel Dugo Jr., at dan@dandugo.com to RSVP for the meal and to let him know if you have any 

allergies or dietary restrictions. 
 

Janelle and I both love each of you so much and wish you again a Happy New Year! 
 

Fraternally with much love, 

Jonathan Dilley, Toparch 

Long Beach Pyramid #43 
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Tag-A-Longs PRESIDENT 
To the Ladies of Long Beach Pyramid #43: 

Greetings! I hope you all have had a holly jolly "ChrismaHanuKwaFestiYule" and that this season is treating you kindly!  

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincerest apologies to each and every one of you for my actions, and lack 

thereof, at our Christmas/Holiday Party that took place on Saturday, December 9th. Personally, this holiday season has 

been an extremely challenging one for me, particularly because I have had a major case of the seasonal blues and have 

been too sick to plan, organize, and implement any of my grandiose ideas to please our society's numerous and often 

unrealistic expectations for the holidays. I'm sorry for the misunderstandings and any inconvenience this may have caused. 

Plus, that afternoon I was visibly distracted by watching the Army/Navy football game, which is a time-honored tradition for 

my family, and I was disappointed that the Army beat the Navy again for the second year in a row. So, it was a sad day for 

those of us who were rooting on the blue side... Additionally, I heard a few discouraging words from some of the ladies, so 

I chose to excuse myself from the dining room before dinner, along with my son Jake who decided not to be polite in public 

that day. In the future, I will work on improving my leadership skills as President of the Tag-A-Longs [ladies auxiliary club], 

I will make a better attempt to act in consideration of others, and I will do my best to handle my son's terrifically terrible two 

phase as a first-time Mom in the upcoming year. 

On behalf of all the veterans in every clime and place, I thank you for your support, generosity, and contributions made to 

veterans service organizations such as the DAV, American Legion, and Wound Warrior Project, especially during this 

holiday season. For those of you who may not know, I am a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps (1999-2003). Unfortunately 

after serving in the military, I continue to battle with chronic depression, anxiety, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), 

and have a service-connected cognitive disability that is rated at 100% permanent and total by the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA). What most civilians may not realize is that many of our veterans, especially disabled veterans like myself, 

struggle on a daily basis to manage all aspects of life after military service. Our Nation loses nearly 22 veterans a day 

because of suicide. Although I myself have contemplated taking my own life, I am determined NOT to become another 

statistic. It is my hope for each of us to exercise a little Faith, Hope, Charity, and Love towards one another because any 

kind thoughts, words, deeds, and actions may brighten someone's day and may even help save a life in the process. 

Jonathan and I give thanks and express our deepest appreciation to: 1) The dynamic duo, Chuck and Jan Bruggeman, for 

all of their time, effort, and perseverance in arranging and coordinating every element of our Christmas/Holiday party 

complete with a wonderful meal, refreshments, candy canes, festive decorations, delightful entertainment, and a visit from 

a dapper Santa Claus (Thank you, Brother Darrell!). We also thank you for your years of service as the Scribe of our Pyramid 

and the Publisher of our Newsletter, respectively. 2) The phenomenal Jeanette Meigs for her outstanding assistance with 

set up, serving dinner, clean up (especially after our toddler), and washing dishes. 3) The amazing Mike Selix for contacting 

the ladies of Cabrillo in a timely manner. We shared some heartfelt moments with them, and it was an honor to have the 

opportunity to bring a little holiday cheer into the lives of those women veterans and their families that attended. 4) The 

fabulous Mark & Maralyn DiPiazza for providing a delicious meal for our members and guests. 5) Our awesome Sciots, 

especially Dan Dugo, for stepping up to serve dinner, help with dishes, clean up, and sweeping the floor. 6) Our lovely Tag-

A-Long ladies for helping with set up, clean up, and other behind the scenes magic. You know who you are and we are 

grateful for your dedication in serving our Pyramid. Last and certainly not least, 7) The newly initiated members of Long 

Beach Pyramid #43 and their ladies for joining our organization. We give you a warm fraternal welcome as members of our 

extended Masonic Family and look forward to having you present at our future events. 

Be advised, on Saturday, January 13, 2018 at 4:00pm, the Tag-A-Longs will meet in the Lodge Room together with the men 

for announcements and a combined discussion before the business portion of their Stated Meeting. Then, the ladies will 

reconvene in the dining room to conduct business at our own meeting. Please bring with you some shiny new ideas on how 

to "Make Sciotry Great Again" and remember to wear a smile. 

May the Force be with you, may you all live long and prosper, and may the pies be ever in your flavor. Be safe and have a 

Happy New Year! 

Fraternally and Respectfully, 

Janelle Dilley, President 

Tag-A-Longs 


